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SOUTH TYROL ON AGENDA OF XVI. U.N. SESSION 


The steering committee of the XVI. General Assembly of 
the United Nations which is in progress in New York com- 
plied with the Austrian government’s request (see Austrian 
Information, Vol. XIV, No. 14 of August 7) of July 18 to put 
the question of the South Tyrol problem again on its agenda. 

The discussion will take place — as previously — before 
a special political committee of the U.N. 

Foreign Minister Dr. Bruno Kreisky and Under Secretary 
of State Dr. Ludwig Steiner who are heading the Austrian 
delegation arrived by plane in New York on September 19 to 
participate in the opening session of the General Assembly. 

On September 21, Italian Foreign Minister Antonio Segni 
and Sgr. Fornari, Under Secretary for political affairs in the 
Foreign Office and Mssrs. Kreisky and Steiner met in New 
York. The two-hour conversation took place in a quiet and 
business-like atmosphere and was continued the following day. 

Dr. Kreisky left New York on September 24, for a short 
stay in Vienna. 


SPECIAL ITALIAN COMMISSION FOR SOUTH TYROL 

The Italian government appointed recently a special com- 
mission of 19 members of parliament, — including representa- 
tives of South Tyrol’s People’s Party — which has the task 
to investigate the causes of the South Tyrol conflict. The 
commission started its work immediately. 

The president of the South Tyrolean People’s Party, 
Silvio Magnago, declared recently in an interview published 
inthe Innsbrucker daily Volksbote that this fact-finding com- 
mittee could well be an instrument for the clarification and 
solution of questions important for the preservation of the 
South Tyroleans as an ethnic group. If this commission should 
achieve positive results, Mr. Magnago said, the Italian and 
Austrian governments could inform the General Assembly ac- 
cordingly and no further steps need be taken. 

“Positive results’’, in the words of Mr. Magnago would 
mean a solution acceptable to the People’s Party on one hand 
and the Italian government and parliament on the other. 


AMERICAN CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION 
URGES AUTONOMY FOR SOUTH TYROL 
At its 106th annual convention, held at Syracuse, N.Y. 


ftom August 25 to 30, the Catholic Central Union of America 


adopted a resolution which draws the U.S. Government’s at- 
tention to the problem of South Tyrol, now again under con- 
sideration at the General Assembly of the United Nations: 
Text of the Resolution 

‘“‘The denial in 1919 (contrary to President Wilson’s 
strong protests) and in 1945 of self-determination to the South 
Tyrolese remains an open sore in the relations between Italy 
and Austria and to the expressed ideal of self-determination 
which the West is urging both for all colonial peoples and ‘on 
Soviet Russia for its captive peoples. The United States 
Government is urged to use its good offices and determined 
influence to secure a fair and just solution of the conflict.’’ 


IN MEMORIAM DAG HAMMARSKJOLD 

Austrian Federal Chancellor Alfons Gorbach eulogized 
the late Secretary General of the United Nations, Dag Ham- 
marskjold, during a cabinet session on September 19, as 
follows: 


With grave sorrow did we receive the sad news of the 
tragic accident which cost the life of Dag Hammarskjold. 
Whoever had the privilege to know this amiable man was 
aware of his sincere effort to preserve the peace and his 
never ending labors to reach this goal. His death at a time 
of international tention is a severe loss for all mankind. He 
possessed an unmatched ability to assume the role of a 
mediator in time of crises. We remember gratefully his warm 
understanding of Austria’s problems. We will keep Dag 
Hammerskjold, the man and statesman, in honored memory. 

Foreign Minister Bruno Kreisky commented: Dag Ham- 
marskjold has been one of the most gifted man I have met in 
my life. In addition, he was a man of strong character. When 
he had reached a conclusion, often after long considerations 
— he worked hard to arrive at them — he stuck to them re- 
gardless whether the consequences were of advantage or dis- 
advantage to him personally. He was not only a man of great 
intelligence, high integrity and outstanding character, he was 
first of all a human being. He translated French poetry into 
his native tongue and proved thereby bimself a poet. In his 
leisure time he climbed mountains, a sport not as common in 
his native Sweden as in Austria and other mountainous 

(Continued on page 6) 
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BURGENLAND CELEBRATES 40 YEARS 

UNDER AUSTRIA 

Burgenland, the easternmost province 
of Austria, will celebrate her 40th Anni- 
versary Oct. 7th — 15th. 

For a region serving as a melting pot 
buffer between Germanic, Slavic and Mag- 
yar peoples since the 8th century it has 
been only the flip of a page in history 
Since Burgenland became a part of the 

Coat of Arms Austrian republic, the remnant of an empire 
torn apart after World War I. 

The region, bordered by Czechoslovakia on the North, 
Hungary on the East and Yugoslavia on the South, first be- 
came Austrian in 1491. In 1647 Emperor Ferdinand III ceded 
it to Hungary. 








The Allied peace terms with Austria and Hungary after 
World War I ordered Burgenland’s return to Austrian sover- 
eignty. The Hungarians refused. A plebiscite of December, 
1921 settled the argument, but the city of Oedenburg (Sopron) 
and its environs, including a third of the Neusiedler Lake, 
went to Hungary. Eisenstadt, instead of Oedenburg, became 
the provincial capital. 

Burgenlanders still charge that Hungarians in Oedenburg 


must have counted the dead in the cemetery among the voters 
in order to win this part of Burgenland, 
300,000 in Province 

The province has no minority problem whatever. Its 300,000 
German, Hungarian and Croat speaking people live peacefully 
in the 1.532 square miles of Burgenland. After World War II 
the province was for ten years occupied by the Red army. 
Whatever hardships the occupation had in store for the Burgen- 
landers, the Russian troops showed them enough communism 
to satisfy them forever. 

In Autumn 1956, one year after the end of the occupation, 
during the Hungarian rebellion the Burgenlanders welcomed and 


sheltered ten thousands of freedom fighters and refugees. 
Nine out of 10 of the inhabitants of the province are 


farmers. The few small industries are connected with farming 
such as sugar refining, fruit canning and wine making. 

During the past years the Burgenland developed into a 
tourist paradise especially for those holidaymakers seeking 
a complete rest in a lovely, peaceful landscape. 

American Tourists, visiting Vienna, rarely miss. the 
chance to get a glimpse at the ill famed Iron Curtain — the 


Eisenstadt: Mountain Church, which contains Haydn’s Tomb. 
barbed wirefences established by the Ilungarian communist 
regime — along the Austrian border, in the Burgenland - 
marking the very end of the free world. 

The festivities, scheduled to celebrate the anniversary 
of the Burgenland’s return to Austria, include a high mass to 
be officiated by the Archbishop of Vienna, Cardinal Dr. 
Koenig, at Eisenstadt and a big parade of all ethnic groups 
of the province. 

An éxhibition at the provincial capital will display his- 
toric evidence of the Burgenlanders struggle to return to their 
native country. 





A typical scene in the Burgenland. 
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AUSTRIA REMEMBERS FRANZ LISZT 


by 
Wilhelm Schlay 


One and a half hour’s 
drive south of Vienna, 
about six miles from the 
wire entanglement and 
mine fields of the Iron 
Curtain which now separ- 
ates Hungary from Austria, 
lies the little village of 
Raiding. It is typical for 
the Burgenland, the bor- 
derland which for centuries 
had to bear the brunt of 
the many invasions from 
the East. A line of medi- 
aeval Burgen, castles, 
barring the access to Vienna, gives this Austrian province 
its name. For centuries inhabited by a German speaking pop- 
ulation of small holders and cottiers, the Burgenland was, as 
part of the three Western Hungarian counties, until the end of 
World War I under Hungarian administration. Here the Ester- 
hazys had, and still have, their huge domain. Raiding was 
part of it. 

In 1808 one Adam Liszt was promoted and transferred 
from his clerkship in Eisenstadt to Raiding to manage the 
Esterhazy estate there. Adam Liszt loved music. In Eisenstadt, 
under the influence of Nepomuk Hummel, Joseph Haydns, 
successor as musical director at the Esterhazy Court, he had 
devoted a great deal of time and effort to improve his playing 
the piano. In Raiding there was no Hofkapelle. Only the 
wandering gypsies made music in the village. Life there 
became tolerable for Adam Liszt after he had married Anna 
Langer, the gentle and devout daughter of a baker from Krems, 
in Lower Austria. 150 years ago, during the night from Octo- 
ber 21 to 22, a son, Franz, was born to Adam and Anna Liszt. 

Franz’s musical gifts soon became apparent. His father 
began to teach him to play the piano when Franz was six. 
When he was nine years old, the ruling Prince Esterhazy let 
him perform a concert in the Esterhazy’s palace in Pressburg 
before many of Hungary’s proudest magnates. This illustrous 
gathering spontaneously awarded a scholarship of 600 forints 
annually for six years to the prodigy to enable him to develop 
his talent. Adam Liszt took his son first to Vienna, where 
Carl Czerny instructed Franz free of charge for half a year, 
explaining that his pupil’s rapid progress was his greatest 
award. Antonio Salieri, whose works are less remembered 
than his dubious behavior towards Mozart, taught Franz Liszt 
harmony and analysis of scores. When he was eleven, Franz 
Liszt gave his first concert in the Austrian capital. His suc- 
c€SS was so sensational that the ailing Beethoven was per- 
suaded to attend Liszt’s second concert in Vienna, on April 
13, 1823. Beethoven sat close to the piano but, almost totally 
deaf by then, he probably heard very little of Liszt’s playing. 
Yet he must have noticed the spark that was kindling Liszt 





t 
because, after the concert, he embraced and kissed the young 


artist. 

When Adam Liszt felt that Franz had learned in Vienna 
all he could, father and son set out for Paris. It was a shat- 
tering blow to them when Monsieur Cherubini, the conserva- 
tory’s director, rejected Franz on the ground that no foreigner 
could be admitted to that venerable institution. The fact that 
‘‘le petit Lits’’ soon became the rage of Paris and that, in 
1825, his operetta Don Sancho ou le chateau de l’amour was 
performed three times at the Academie Royale, did not change 
Monsieur Cherubini’s mind. Liszt then took private lessons 
with Ferdinando Paer and Anton Reicha. Concerts in the 
French provinces and in Switzerland, and three visits to Eng- 
land, fortified Liszt’s fame as a pianist and strengthened his 
self-confidence. After his father’s untimely death, in 1827, 
Liszt taught piano for a while and, now the master of his own 
fate, sought the company of the literati, artists and reformers 
— one of the latter was the famous Saint-Simonist, Enfantin — 
who populated the salons and cafes of Paris. 

In 1831 Liszt heard Paganini for the first time. In him he 
found his own aspirations fulfilled: to be the complete master 
of his instrument. Liszt knew that he too could walk on lonely 
heights. He practised as he had never practised before, and 
transcribed Pagani’s etudes for the piano. At that time he al- 
so received impulses from Chopin’s artistry, and from Berlioz’ 
Symphonie fantastique. 

By 1840, Liszt’s position as the world’s greatest pianist 
was firmly established. He went from triumph to triumph in 
all the principal cities of Europe, gaining honors and mater- 
(Continued on page 6) 






Franz Liszt’s birth- 
place in Raiding in 
Austria’s Burgenland 
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VIENNA'S 
AUGARTEN 
PORCELAIN 
MANUFACTURY 








Fa more than two centuries, the products of Vienna's Eur 
Augarten Porcelain Manufactory have ranked among the sty 
world’s finest porcelain work. Regardless of what is involved 
—dinner, tea and coffee services, vases, bowls, figurines of Vie 
people or animals, busts, smoker’s sets, dresser sets, fig- arti 
ures of all kinds — if the product bears the coat of arms moc 
(**Bindenschild’’) of the Augarten Porcelain Manufactory as The 
a trade mark, it combines the best in quality with masterly hun 
form and artistic execution. From the very start, the elite ser 
among Austria’s sculptors, painters and interior decorators } sig 
has been called upon to supply the designs and models for cak 
Augarten porcelain. It has become a tradition of the Vienna ber 
Manufactory, along with its production of quality porcelain fig! 
for everyday use, to create exquisite and de luxe table ser- “SI 
vices as well as porcelain statues which are unique in their The 
artistic perfection. Even today, every single product of the thre 

Robert Ullmann: Figurine Manufactory is the result of careful handwork, guaranteeing on 
the highest in quality. ma] 

Vienna’s porcelain Manufactory dates from 1717, only ter] 
five years after the discovery of porcelain in Europe and Pot 
almost at the same time as the Meissen factory was estab- bus 
lished. From this time on the Vienna Manufactory has been ette 
considered one of the three best porcelain producers in Eur- } of 
ope. At the outset, it followed the traditional imitation of ope 
Chinese themes but shortly after its establishment developed up 
a style of its own and soon replaced the Chinese ornamenta- por 
tion by the famous Old Vienna flower designs. Vienna’s por- con 


celain manufacture occupies a key position in the history of 





Ferdinand Opitz: St Martin 





Dinner Set Me 
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styles found expression in this art form. 

Since renewing operation after the First World War, the 
Vienna Manufactory has enlisted the collaboration of modern 
artists and its present-day output includes articles following 
modern trends in artin addition to those ofthe classical form. 
The catalogue of the Augarten Manufactory includes several 
hundred different items, among other things, tasteful: modern 
services of all kinds, classical services featuring the de- 
signs of past centuries, decorative plates, dresser sets, 
cake boxes, ash trays, smokers’ sets as well as a large num- 
ber of artistically conceived porcelain figures. Among these 
figures, the statues of horses, based on models from the 
“Spanish Riding School,’’ have become especially famous, 
There is also great demand by collectors and enthusiasts 
throughout the world for figurines of Old Vienna types, based 
on sketches dating from the 18th century. The various ani- 
mal statuettes produced by the Vienna Manufactory are mas- 
terpieces of sculpture and are much sought after as gifts. 
Porcelain busts of famous personalities, including a masterly 
bust of Ludwig van Beethoven, religious items like the statu- 
ettes of St. George, St. Martin, St. Veronica and the Madonna 
of Lourdes, secular subjects such as figures from famous 
operas and operettas and unique porcelain chess figures make 
up the list of the Manufactory’s products. Vienna’s Augarten 
porcelain represents the finest in Austrian handicraft art, 
combining tradition with the most modern artistic designs. 





Mathilde Jaksch-Szendroe: Chess Men 





Tea Set 





Flower Vase 
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MORE FOREIGN NEWSMEN IN SALZBURG THAN EVER 

Altogether 965 press correspondents registered this year 
for coverage of the Salzburg Festival. Among them were not 
only music and art critics but well-known reporters, writers 
and authors. Their number surpasses last year’s total of 933. 

The newsmen came from 35 nations. Twenty-one European 
countries accounted for 845; the other 120 press representa- 
tives who — for the first time — produced TV shows at the 
Salzburg Festival. Many of these programs were broadcast 
directly from Salzburg; others were taped and later shown 
over West German stations and the Columbia Broadcasting 
System in the United States. 
7TH INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL WEEK IN VIENNA 

Austria’s capital will be the site of the 7th International 
Film Festival Week, November 17 through 23. 

As usual, the Festival Week will have no particular de- 
nominational character. It will present a cross-section of the 
new international film production in the religious general and 
cultural fields. 

The definition of the religious theme will be so broad 
that even films which excel by a special human ethos can be 
represented in the Festival program. In any case, the artistic 
excellence of pictures tobe chosen will be of great importance 
in arranging the program. 

A special selection committee is now busy going over 
masses of material offered for the showing. Since the mere 
performance of these pictures already constitutes a sign of 
excellence, the producers of all films accepted for the Festi- 
val will receive certificates of merit. 

The best full-length films and short subjects will be 
awarded special prizes by the Festival Jury. 

HANS BOEHLER, NOTED PAINTER, DIES IN VIENNA 

Hans Boehler, 77, noted American artist of Austrian birth, 
died in Vienna September 17. 

Boehler, whose father, Dr. Otto Boehler, was the re- 
nowned silhouettist of Brahms, Bruckner, Richard Wagner and 
other composers and musicians, had travelled widely before 
World War I and painted in the Orient, South America and the 
West Indies. His works were exhibited in many European cap- 


itals. 
He went to New York in 1936 and became a United States 


citizen. He had his studio in the ‘‘Village,’’ but usually spent 
the summer months in Vienna. 

Boehler’s most recent exhibition of paintings and draw- 
ings — a fifty-year retrospective show — was held at the Art- 
ists’ Gallery at 853 Lexington Avenue. (See Austrian Informa- 
tion, Vol.XIII, No. 2 of January 22, 1960) 

The N.Y. Herald Tribune’s art reviewer, Carlyle Burrows, 
wrote of it at the time: ‘‘This is an imposing show. All testi- 
fies to an independent status in art...Drawings always arrest- 
ing, stand out powerfully and definitely not to be overlooked.’’ 

Boehler received the State Medal of the Republic of 
Austria in 1937 and the City of Vienna Prize for Paintings 
in 1954. 

His paintings are displayed at the Austrian State gallery, 
the Albertina and the Historical Museums, all in Vienna; also 
at the Museum Purchase Fund Collection here and the Insti- 
tute of Contemporary Art in Boston. 


i 


LISZT (Continued from page 3) 


ial rewards. And yet he seemed for ever to be haunted by, 
gnawing sense of non-fulfillment, a mood which he might haye 
hoped to. overcome by promoting, at the piano, and with batop 
and pen, the works of Berlioz, Schumann and, above al] 
Richard Wagner. Liszt’s efforts to champion the cause gf 
others did not earn him unmitigated good will: many who ad. 
mired Liszt the pianist railed against Liszt the sympathetic 
critic and sponsor of musical innovations. But the man who 
felt this animosity most keenly was Liszt the composer, fp 
1848 he withdrew from the concert halls and, until 1861, set. 
tled at Weimar, where he produced for the first time Lohengrin 
and other operas by Wagner, who, incidentally, married Liszt's 
and the countess d’Agoult’s daughter, Cosima, on August 
25, 1870. 


In 1861, weary of fighting for ‘‘the music of the future,” 
Liszt retired to Rome. Here he hoped to become legally mar- 
ried to Princess Caroline Sayn-Wittgenstein, who had shared 
his triumphs and anguish in Weimar. After this hope had 
foundered Liszt, yielding to animpulse which he had felt first 
as a youth, took minor orders in a chapel of the Vatican, 
When the musical world saw that he was serious about this 
step, which had been attributed by his enemies to love of 
publicity, it began to realize how much it was missing the 
brilliant musician. His friends and admirers prevailed upon 
him to return to the scene of his former triumphs, and, in 
1870, Liszt conducted at the Beethoven festival at Weimar. 
His last years he divided between this city, Rome, and 
Budapest, where, in 1875, he had been elected president of 
the newly founded Hungarian National Academy of Music. To 
the very last leading a richly creative and compassionate 
life, Franz Liszt died in Bayreuth, on July 3, 1886. 


In his lifetime Liszt was the recipient of many honors, 
His King, the King of Hungary and Emperor of Austria, award- 
ed the Dual Monarchy’s highest orders to him. On June 11, 
1840, he received from the magnates of Hungary a jewel- 
studded sword, a symbol of Hungarian chivalry. The Austro- 
Hungarian Empire, which had thus honored its great son, no 
longer exists, but the Republic of Austria has not forgotten 
the great European who was born on its soil 150 years ago. 


HAMMARSKJOLD (Continued from page 1) 


countries. He was a master linguist who expressed himself 
in the most subtle manner. And this is not all. His treaties 
on the eradication of unemployment brought him academic 
honors in Sweden and high respect in all Scandinavia. As 4 
financial expert he was for many years an Assistant Sec- 
retary in the Swedish ministry of Finance. 

He did not belong to any party. He would have liked to 
form his own personal policy. However, it should be noted 
that this did not prevent him to serve Sweden’s socialist 
government for many years. 

I personally can still not believe this tragedy. I com 


sider his death a political calamity. He has met death at an 


hour when his counsel was needed more than ever. 
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VIENNA PHILHARMONIC’S 1961 — 1962 PROGRAM 

The Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra’s 1961-1962 program 
comprises, aS usual, 10 concerts, eight of them subscription 
concerts, the other two the traditional Nicolai and Furt- 
waengler memorial concerts. 

]st Subscription Concert — October 14 and 15, 1961: 
joseph Haydn, Symphony in B flat major, opus 98; Bela 
partok, Concerto for Pianoforte and Orchestra, opus 2; 
Johannes Brahms, Second Symphony. Conductor: Ference 
' Fricsay. Soloist: Geza Anda. 

2nd Subscription Concert — October 28 and 29, 1961: 
Anton Bruckner, Eighth Symphony. Conductor: Hans Knap- 
pertsbusch. 

3rd Subscription Concert — November 11 and 12, 1961: 
Joseph Haydn, Symphony in D major, opus 104; Gottfried von 
finem, Philadelphia Symphony (first performance in Europe); 
Richard Wagner, Tannhaeuser overture; Igor Stravinsky, Le 
sacre Du Printemps. Conductor: Georg Solti. 

4th Subscription Concert — November 25 and 26, 1961: 
Johann Sebastian Bach, Brandenburg Concerto No. 5; Anton 
Bruckner, Fourth Symphony in E flat major (the ‘‘Romantic 
} symphony’’). Conductor: Herbert von Karajan. 

5th Subscription Concert — January 13 and 14, 1962: 
Georg Friedrich Handel, Water Music; Werner Egk, Two Arias 
fom ‘Irish Legend’’; Werner Egk, Variations on a Caribbean 
Theme. Conductor: Werner Egk. 

6th Subscription Concert — February 3 and 4, 1962: 
joseph Haydn, Symphony in D major, opus 96; Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart, Concerto for Pianoforte and Orchestra, in 
D minor, Koechel Catalogue No. 466; Ludwig van Beethoven, 
fourth Symphony. Conductor Mario Rossi. Soloist: Friedrich 
Guida. 

Nicolai Memorial Concert — February 17 and 18, 1962: 
Ludwig van Beethoven, Second Symphony, opus 36; Ludwig 
van Beethoven, Third Symphony (‘‘Eroica’’) Conductor: Hans 
Knapperts busch, 

Furtwaengler Mem. Concert — Match 3 and 4, 1962: 
johann Sebastian Bach, Suite No. 3 in D major; Johannes 
Brahms, A German Requiem. Conductor: Carl Schuricht. 

7th Subscription Concert — March 17 and 18, 1962: Wolf- 
gng Amadeus Mozart, Symphony in G minor; Claude Debussy, 
L'Apres-Midi d’un Faune and La Mer. Conductor: Herbert 
von Karajan, : 

8th Subscription Concert — March 28 and 29, 1962: 
Johann Christian Bach, Sinfonia; Werner Henze: Nocturnos 
md Arias; Johannes Brahms, Fourth Symphony in E minor, 
us 98. Conductor: Karl Boehm. 


AUSTRIAN SANITATION UNIT OPENS 
NEW HOSPITAL IN STANLEYVILLE 

The 2nd UN Sanitation Unit of the Republic of Austria 
which so far had reinforced the Norwegian-Danish Medical 
Team in Kamina, Northern Katanga, has been transferred to 
Stanleyville, in the Congo’s Eastern Province, 

The move was made at the request of the Congolese 
Central Government. The UN asked the Austrian unit to 
erect a new hospital there. 








PREVIEW OF THE 1962 BREGENZ FESTIVAL SCHEDULE 

The 1962 Bregenz (Vorarlberg) Festival will offer its 
traditional first performance on the floating stage on Lake 
Constance. The choice is an operetta by Robert Stolz, with 
the tentative title ‘‘Weither von Yukatan’’ (From Far Off 
Yucatan). The musical direction will be assigned to the com- 
poser. Negotiations are under way with producer Adolf Rott 
and stage designer Walter Hoesslin. 

The Festival program will also include as ‘‘Ballet on the 
Lake’’ Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s ‘‘Nutcracker Suite’’ and, 
Gioacchino Rossini’s opera ‘‘The Italian in Algiers’’ in the 
Bregenz Kornhaus Theater, in a production by Marcello 
Cortis. 

The Vienna Burgtheater Company will contribute the 
fairy comedy ‘‘Der Talisman’’ by Johann Nestroy (1801-1862), 
as part of Nestroy Memorial Year, July 20, 1962, William 
Shakespeare’s ‘‘What You Will’’, and Johann Wolfgang Goethe’s 
‘*Egmont’’, 

The Vienna Symphonic Orchestra has been signed for 
four orchestral concerts. Chamber music concerts, serenades 
and vocal recitals will be other events in a program of 40 
performances extending to August 19. 

An additional special event, to be arranged for the third 
time in Bregenz, will be a summer seminar held by the Vienna 
University’s Institute of Theater Sciences. The 1962 seminar, 
centering on the art of Nestroy, will discuss the subject of 
‘‘Die Lebensformende Kraft der theatralischen Weltsatire von 
der Antike bis zur Gegenwart’’ (The Formative Force of 
World Satire as a Vital Element in Theatrical Life from An- 
cient Times to the Present Age). 

“FRIENDS OF THE SALZBURG FESTIVAL"’ 

Following a suggestion made by the directorate, the ex- 
ecutive committee, and the chairman of the Salzburg Festival 
board, the provincial government of Salzburg, and the City of 
Salzburg, preparations were recently completed to establish 
an association of the ‘‘Freunde der Salzburger Festspiele’’ 
(Friends of the Salzburg Festival) under the chairmanship of 
Philipp Schoeller. The association’s executive board is 
composed of prominent personalities noted for their interest 
in Salzburg’s cultural life. The main function of the associa- 
tion will be, in conjunction with the management of the Salz- 
burg Festival, to establish liaison and closest possible co- 
operation between art-promoting circles in Austria and abroad. 

A campaign to gain members for the association is de- 
signed to help form a reservoir of visitors to the Salzburg 
Festival. In order permanently to attract and retain the in- 
terest of these visitors, it is planned to establish round-the- 
year contact with this circle through newsletters, lectures, 
and meetings. 

The ‘‘Friends of the Salzburg Festival’’ considers it- 
self a voluntary aid organization, 

KARL BOEHM SIGNED FOR 1962 BAYREUTH FESTIVAL 

Wieland Wagner recently invited the noted Austrian con- 
ductor Karl Boehm to assume the musical direction in his 
new production of Richard Wagner’s ‘‘Tristan and Isolde’’ at 
the 1962 Rayreuth Festival. Boehm has accepted. It will be 
his first appearance as conductor in Bayreuth. 
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15TH ANNIVERSARY OF NATIONALIZED ACT 
SPECIAL POSTAGE STAMPS ISSUED 

On July 26, 1961, Austria commemorated the 15th anni- 
versary of parliamentary approval of the First Nationalization 
Act, which made the Republic of Austria the owner of a num- 
ber of basic industrial enterprises occupying a key position 
in business. The Act was intended to provide first of alla 
sound basis for the administration of certain industrial firms 
which, at that time, had been restored to the Austrian Gov- 
ernment by the Western Element of the Allied Military Gov- 
ernment on a property control custody basis. Secondly, the 
Act was to ensure that in reconstructing the firms concerned, 
allowance would be made for all the economic viewpoints 
which would help remove the structural disproportion in the 
production policy of Austria’s basic industries manifest ever 
Since 1918. By nationalizing certain industries it was also 
intended to prevent that this important branch of production 
could become once again — like in the years prior to 1938 — 
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an instrument of economic pressure wielded by interesteg 
parties abroad. Last not least, the legislators were guideq 
by the idea that the nationalized industries should set the 
pace for all business in a new social-mindedness, a nove] 
Spirit of mutual trust, and closer co-operation. The interim 
balance established at the end of this 15-year period shows 
that these objectives — measured both by the economic ef- 
fect of production and by advanced social security schemes 


— have been attained to a large extent. 


A series of five special postage stamps, commemorating 
the 15th anniversary of the First Nationalization Act, was 
issued by the Austrian Postal Administration Sept. 13, 196}, 


The stamps are: 


1 S: Lavant Valley Coal Mine; 1.50 S: Elin-Union — Rotor of 
1.80 S: Alpine Montan — Furnace. 3 S: United Austrian Iron 
and Steel Works, Linz; 5 S: Austrian Petroleum Administra- 


tion; Oil Refinery Schwechat. 
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